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Sir,
We read the paper ‘‘Application of laser spectroscopy for
measurement of exhaled ethane in patients with lung
cancer’’ by Skeldon et al.1 with great interest. We must
congratulate the authors with their technological advance
that will open for studies providing new insight of the role of
ethane as a biomarker of disease in man. One of the major
introductory points made by the authors was that gas-
chromatography-based methods are time consuming and
laborious resulting in ‘‘typically more than half-an-our’’ to
process a single sample. Under discussion the authors
suggest that serial measurements rather than single samples
may provide useful clinical information. We certainly would
agree to these statements, if not relevant information found
in the publication ‘‘A validated method for rapid analysis of
ethane in breath and its application in kinetic studies in
human volunteers’’2 from 2003 were missing. This publica-
tion is highly relevant for the paper of Skeldon and co-
workers, as the time for sample preparation and analysis
was less than 10min. This considerable reduction in
processing time compared to previous methods allowed
analysis of serial samples, making pharmacokinetic studies
of inhaled and exhaled ethane in man possible.
We are of course aware that relevant publications acciden-
tally may be overlooked. However, when performing a simple
straight-forward search in Pubmed for relevant terms such as
‘‘ethane AND analysis’’, ‘‘ethane AND breath’’, ‘‘ethane ANDnt matter & 2006 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
2006.11.021exhaled’’ or a combination of these such as ‘‘ethane AND
analysis AND breath’’, all permutations retrieved this paper.
Relevant literature being referenced as completely as
possible provides the reader with a broader and unbiased
picture of the topic. It should always be the responsibility of
authors to spare the reader from additional literature
research by providing an adequate overview of the knowl-
edge of the current topic. However, we acknowledge that
mishaps may also happen to good people.
Sincerely,
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